Overall, Adamson's writing is clear, engaging, and accessible. The book is organized logically, under innovative headings (e.g., 'La Francophonie: Commonwealth and Common Wealth?'), and the goals of each chapter are clearly delineated, although the index could be more comprehensive. Chapters 1 through 3 outline the history of the defence of French from the time of the first language decree in the sixteenth century to the present, describing government involvement in the protection and promotion of French through the workings of four official agencies (e.g., the Académie française). Although tables summarize useful information pertaining to the structure of these organizations, hierarchical relationships are not visually apparent and could perhaps have been better represented in flow charts. Chapters 4 and 5 explore the interaction between language and politics and compare relevant aspects of French language policy with those of four Western EU countries. Chapter 6 elaborates problems and contradictions in the history of the defence of French, with a foray into the subject of language as a symbol of identity. The book concludes with a useful summary of defensive actions by the two main actors -powerful government agencies and weaker private organizations. In looking to the future, Adamson propounds the affirming message that replacing the defeatist attitude of doom and lost cause with confidence in the place of French in a pluralistic France and, in turn, in a multilingual world is key to ensuring the continued presence of French in the global linguistic palette. This shift in attitude entails viewing language change as a sign of the vitality and adaptability necessary for the language to thrive rather than as an indicator of its decline and demise. Perhaps, with the passage of time, it will become increasingly apparent that French is, indeed, 'escaping from the straitjacket of the past' and morphing into a 'democratic channel of communication for the whole francophone community ' (p. 174) .
The Defence of French is a must-have for French policy experts and dilettanti alike -in short, for all those interested in garnering knowledge about defensive activities as they relate to French. It is also likely to be insightful to those more broadly concerned with language planning, linguistic equity, identity, legislation, or the defence of other languages. One of the qualities of this book that makes it fit for the twenty-first century is its emphasis on Internet resources and the impressive compilation of Web sites in the bibliography to encourage further exploration and research.
